
From: Bowen, Asha [mailto:Asha.Bowen@health.wa.gov.au]  
Sent: Wednesday, 22 June 2016 5:07 PM 
To: Geoffrey Coombs <geoffrey.coombs@health.wa.gov.au> 
Cc: Christopher Blyth <christopher.blyth@uwa.edu.au> 
Subject: RE: RE: Would it be possible to discuss with you a prospective paediatric SAB study and 
whether this could be done through the AGAR-ASSOP mechanisms? 

  
Hi Geoff 

 
Thanks so much for taking the time to come and meet with us this morning! It was a great 
opportunity to connect and learn more about AGAR. We really appreciate your interest in including 
more paediatric sites in AGAR and really enjoyed the meeting with you today! 
  
These are the paediatric sites and contacts for those not already participating in AGAR: 
Princess Margaret Hospital, Dr Chris Blyth (Microbiologist, PathWest) 
Children’ Hospital at Westmead, Dr Alison Kesson (Microbiologist, CHW) 
Lady Cilento Children’s Hospital, To be confirmed 
Sydney Children’s Hospital, (SEALS) 
  
As you mentioned, there is already paediatric data from many of the included general hospitals 
which have paediatric wards as well as Royal Children’s Hospital (Melbourne) and Women’s and 
Children’s Hospital (Adelaide). 
  
In the ANZCOSS dataset (2007 – 2012) there were 1153 episodes of SAB in children aged less than 18 
years, of which 76% were from Australia (n=875). These were obtained from 33 involved hospitals 
that were not all included for the exact same period. There were almost 15 episodes/month, so that 
would be an estimate of 180/year. Not including NZ, it would probably be about 12 episodes/month 
or about 144/year (although there are still a few children’s hospitals missing from the ANZCOSS 
dataset). 
  
It sounds like you currently have about 250 episodes (<16 years) over 3 years from the current 
hospitals in ASSOP which would be about 80 episodes per year so a little over half of what could be 
predicted from ANZCOSS – but I suspect it will probably be 160 – 200 episodes of SAB in Australian 
children each year now that you have more labs involved. 
  
I hope this helps with a business case. Please let me know if you have any more questions or would 
like me to refine these estimates. WE will get back to you with the best contact at LCCH and SEALS. 
Liverpool would also be great to include as a number of children are admitted there also. 
  
Would you mind sending through the AGAR CRFs for our reference? 
  
Regards 
ASha 
 

mailto:Asha.Bowen@health.wa.gov.au
mailto:geoffrey.coombs@health.wa.gov.au
mailto:christopher.blyth@uwa.edu.au

