
From: BROWN, Graham [Graham.Brown@health.gov.au] 

Sent: Thursday, 6 April 2017 2:06 PM 
To: CRUICKSHANK, Marilyn; lweekes@nps.org.au; graeme.nimmo@health.qld.gov.au; Geoffrey 

Coombs 
Cc: AMR 

Subject: REQUEST FOR INPUT: Self-assessment of Australia's response to antimicrobial resistance 

(AMR) [SEC=UNCLASSIFIED] 

Dear Dr Coombs, Dr Weekes, Prof Nimmo and Adj Prof Cruickshank, 
  
I am writing from the Department of Health, Office of Health Protection, to invite you, in your 
capacity as members of the Australian Strategic and Technical Advisory Group (ASTAG) on 
AMR, to provide input to a self-assessment Australia is undertaking on its capacity to 
respond to AMR. 
  
Country self-assessment is an initiative of the World Health Organization (WHO), using the 
Joint External Evaluation or “JEE” assessment tool. AMR is one of a suit of capacities being 
assessed more broadly under the International Health Regulations 2005 (IHRs), using the 
JEE tool. 
  
Country self-assessment is the first of a two-stage process. The second stage involves an 
external assessment by a panel of approximately 10 experts from other WHO Member 
States who will objectively assess Australia’s implementation of the IHRs. The external 
assessment will be undertaken in Australia between 24 November and 1 December 2017, 
where the assessors will consider the available evidence to support Australia’s self-
assessment. Technical panels will be convened to answer the assessors’ questions about 
the specifics of our AMR response structures and processes. 
  
I have attached a template with the relevant questions pertaining to AMR extracted from the 
JEE assessment tool. Stakeholders are requested to work through the questions in the 
template and gather evidence to support claims.  Providing evidence/documentation is 
crucial to the JEE process, as it is used alongside the Self-Assessment Report by the 
external evaluators to assess Australia’s compliance. Examples of evidence include relevant 
legislation, strategy documents, standard operating procedures, reports, and 
contingency/preparedness/implementation plans. 
  
If possible, could I please have your input by COB 21 April 2017. Could you please copy 

your response to amr@health.gov.au so that it can be accessed by other members of the 

team. 
  
Your responses will be collated with input from other relevant agencies/groups to form a 
draft consolidated report. The draft consolidated report will be circulated so that contributors 
may provide further comment/input. 
  
For your information, I have written in similar terms to:  

(i)            the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care (Kathy 
Meleady and John Turnidge); 

(ii)           Karin Thursky for the NCAS perspective; and 
(iii)          our Department of Agriculture colleagues for input on the animal health 

questions. 

  
Thank you in anticipation of your response. Happy to discuss as required. 
  
Kind regards, 
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Graham 
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