
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

MINUTES OF MEETING 6: 14 December 2016 

 

AUSTRALIAN STRATEGIC AND TECHNICAL ADVISORY GROUP ON 
ANTIMICROBIAL RESISTANCE (ASTAG) 

 

DRAFT MINUTES OF MEETING 6: 14 December 2016 
Venue: Apollo Room, Hellenic Club, Woden, ACT. 

 
Members attending:  

Dr Mark Schipp (chair) Australian Government Chief Veterinary Officer 
Professor Brendan Murphy Australian Government Chief Medical Officer 
Mr Matt O’Mullane (proxy) Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
Professor Ramon Shaban Australasian College for Infection Prevention and Control 
Professor John Turnidge Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care 
Professor Geoff Coombs Australian Group on Antimicrobial Resistance 
Ms Karen Booth Australian Primary Health Care Nurses Association 
Professor Chris Del Mar Royal Australian College of General Practitioners 
Professor Emer Mary Barton Australian Veterinary Association  
Professor Charles Milne VIC Department of Environment and Primary Industries 
Dr Mark Veitch Communicable Diseases Network Australia 
Dr Scott Crerar Food Standards Australia New Zealand 
Dr David Abbott National Health and Medical Research Council 
Dr Lynn Weekes  NPS MedicineWise 
Ms Suzanne Schultz (proxy) The Pharmacy Guild of Australia 
Professor David Jordan NSW Department of Primary Industries 
Professor Graeme Nimmo Public Health Laboratory Network 
A/Professor Peter Taylor The Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia 
Professor Paddy Phillips SA Department of Health 
Dr Tim Greenaway (proxy) Therapeutic Goods Administration 
Mr Peter Dagg (proxy) Animal Health Australia 
A/Professor David Looke Australasian Society for Infectious Disease 
A/Professor Thomas Gottlieb Australian Society for Antimicrobials 
 
Other Attendees 
Department of Health 
Ms Sharon Appleyard  First Assistant Secretary, Office of Health Protection (OHP) 
Ms Sarah Norris Assistant Secretary (A/g), Health Protection Policy (HPP)  
Dr Jenny Firman Principal Medical Adviser, OHP 
Dr Gary Lum Specialist Medical Adviser, OHP 
Mr Terry Phelan Director (A/g), HPP Section 
Ms Belinda Russell HPP Section (Secretariat) 
Ms Patricia Olejniczak HPP Section (Secretariat) 
Ms Tammie Staltari HPP Section 
Mr Graham Brown HPP Section 
Mr Matt Williams International Strategies Branch, observer for Item 4 
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Department of Agriculture and Water Resources (Agriculture) 
Dr Robyn Martin Assistant Secretary, Animal Health Policy Branch 
Dr Jill Millan  Director, Animal Health Policy Branch 
Dr Honor Calnan Veterinary Officer, Animal Health Policy Branch 
                                                                  
Presenter 
Professor Karin Thursky     Director, National Centre for Antimicrobial Stewardship  
 
Apologies 
Professor John Skerritt Therapeutic Goods Administration (Reg Services Group) 
Dr Jeanette Young Queensland Department of Health 
Ms Toni Riley The Pharmacy Guild of Australia 
Ms Kathleen Plowman Animal Health Australia 
Professor Marilyn Cruickshank Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care 
Professor Paddy Phillips SA Department of Health 
Ms Kareena Arthy Australian Pesticides and Veterinary Medicines Authority 
                                                                                        
Agenda Item 1 – Welcome, Conflicts of Interest, and Minutes of Previous Meeting 

Dr Schipp welcomed all members and participants to the sixth meeting of ASTAG, and noted the 
apologies and proxies.  Dr Schipp introduced Professor Murphy and welcomed him to his first 
ASTAG meeting.  Dr Schipp explained the intention to alternate chairing arrangements, with 
Professor Murphy to chair the next (seventh) ASTAG meeting.  
 
Dr Schipp reminded members of their obligations regarding confidentiality and conflict of 
interest.  No conflicts of interest were declared.  The minutes of the last meeting were accepted 
endorsed, as a true and accurate record of discussions.  
 
Agenda Item 2 – Member update 

Refer Attachment A. 
 
Agenda Item 3 – Report on the inaugural meeting of the NSW Government Agencies One 
Health AMR Group 

Professor David Jordan referred to the detailed agenda paper and provided an overview of the 
main issues and actions of the inaugural meeting of the NSW Government Agencies One Health 
AMR group, a group which was seeking to identify ways to support/contribute to the National 
AMR Strategy.  Professor Jordan highlighted that there was a need to establish a definition for 
important antimicrobials, as this would assist in protecting their appropriate use.  He raised the 
idea of a special classification for antimicrobials, and highlighted the void in independent 
prescribing guidelines for veterinarians (i.e. not pharmaceutical company guidelines). 
 
Under this item, Dr Crerar provided an update on the literature review on AMR in the food chain 
being coordinated by the Department’s Food Policy Section.  The review will seek to bring 
together data from the grey literature, academia and industry, and utilise work that has already 
been completed (e.g. the recent UK report).  Dr Crerar also provided an overview of other 
recent AMR in food-related activities including an NHMRC partnership project being led by 
Australian National University on whole genome sequencing of campylobacter, and New 
Zealand’s work on AMR in poultry. 
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Agenda Item 4 – Update on AMR international initiatives and events 

Ms Appleyard and Dr Schipp provided members with an overview of recent international AMR 
events.  Ms Appleyard highlighted the significance of Australia’s participation in the High Level 
Meeting (HLM) on AMR at the United Nations General Assembly in New York in September 
2016, noting that it was only the fourth time a health item had been on the agenda.  Ms 
Appleyard highlighted the high level of political commitment demonstrated at the HLM and the 
agreement to establish a coordinating mechanism to drive international AMR outcomes.   
 
Dr Schipp provided an update on his attendance at the 4th International One Health Congress & 
6th Biennal Congress of the International Association for Ecology and Health held in Melbourne 
on 4-7 December 2016.  Dr Schipp reported that AMR was a key focus of the Congress and the 
event provided an important opportunity to bring together the global One Health and EcoHealth 
communities to consider more integrated approaches to global health challenges.  Dr Schipp 
said that the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) General Assembly 2017 would be 
focussed on AMR and would consider an integrated approach to surveillance through the food 
chain, something that would be relevant to the AMR in the food chain literature review (refer 
item 3). 
 
Dr Schipp welcomed Mr Matt Williams from the Department of Health’s International Strategies 
Branch.  Mr Williams reported that 2017 will be the year of AMR, with many key international 
events focussed on AMR.  He noted that the key issues likely to receive greater attention were 
strengthening private sector engagement, market failure, environmental issues, access and use 
of antimicrobials and the dichotomy between developed and developing countries.  
 
Agenda Item 5 – Review of outcomes of Gap Analysis Workshop and next steps 

Members recapped the top priorities and actions from the Gap Analysis Workshop held the 
previous day.  Dr Schipp then informed members of the intention to review ASTAG terms of 
reference and structure to ensure it was appropriate for the implementation phase of the 
National AMR Strategy.  
 
Discussion then moved to the recent antimicrobial supply problems, which resulted in shortages 
of some important antibiotics.  Members discussed issues related to having only one supplier of 
some critical antimicrobials, the often small stocks kept by pharmaceutical companies, the need 
to ensure that advance notice is given of impending shortages, the need for 
coordinated/consistent advice in times of shortage, and the current legislative authority of the 
TGA.  It was agreed that this issue needs further discussion and analysis.   
 
Action 

 Professor Murphy to consult with TGA (Professor Skerritt/Dr Greenaway) regarding 
antibiotic supply issues and report back to ASTAG on outcome of discussions. 

 
Agenda Item 6 – Update on surveillance of AMR and AU in animals/agriculture 

Dr Martin provided an update on current AMR surveillance activities, including a recent report 
on pork which, once considered by Agriculture, will be available on the Australian Pork Ltd 
website; and work being undertaken in conjunction with the Australian Chicken Meat 
Federation, egg industry and aquaculture (salmon). Dr Jordan also mentioned the survey of 
lamb and aged sheep being undertaken by Meat and Livestock Australia, which will result in the 
collection of approximately 800 isolates.  
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Discussion included the need to develop a sustainable surveillance system in 
animals/agriculture, building on the pilot studies, and the potential opportunity to take a 
commercially driven approach (e.g. herd testing/ratings). 

 
Agenda Item 7 – Update on Antimicrobial Usage and Resistance in Australia (AURA) 
surveillance system 

Professor Turnidge provided an update on the AURA surveillance system, including: the release 
of The First Australian Report on Antimicrobial Use and Resistance in Human Health (AURA 
2016); planning for the development of the AURA 2017 report which will incorporate data from 
2015; development of a more responsive “real time” system;  the passive surveillance system 
(OrgTRx), which now has data from all states and territories (except Northern Territory); and the 
National Alert System for Critical Antimicrobial Resistances (CARAlert), which has been 
successfully launched and is reporting identified CARs.   
 
Professor Turnidge highlighted that Carbapenemase-producing Enterobacteriaceae (CPE) were 
frequently recorded. Environmental reservoirs for CPEs need to be located and responded to 
appropriately. 

 
Agenda Item 8 – Update on the AGAR surveillance program  

Members noted the presentation by Professor Coombs on the recent results of the AGAR 
surveillance program. 
 
Professor Looke raised the idea of setting an upper threshold for rates of resistance to ‘work 
horse’ antibiotics.  Once this upper threshold is reached, alternative antibiotics should be used.   
 
Action 

 Secretariat to circulate presentation by Professor Coombs to members via email. 
 
Agenda Item 9 – Presentation by Professor Karin Thursky, Director of the National Centre for 
Antimicrobial Stewardship  

Professor Thursky provided members with an update on the work of the National Centre for 
Antimicrobial Stewardship (NCAS).  Professor Thursky highlighted that safety and quality should 
be considered a primary driver for antimicrobial stewardship, as well as AMR.   Some of the key 
points raised by Professor Thursky (alongside the PowerPoint presentation) included: 

 that the most significant gaps in understanding how to implement AMS effectively are in 
rural and regional areas, aged care and general practice;  

 the need to respond to the aged care NAPS results and that these might be considered 
by the RACGP’s newly established AMR committee; 

 the possibility of targeting three common conditions in aged care facilities (e.g. UTIs, 
skin infections and URTIs) and developing step by step guidelines for these; 

  the need for each aged care facility to have regular quality use of medicines review; 

 the need to embed surgical prophylaxis in existing materials and standards (e.g. those of 
the ACSQHC); and 

 the prescribing survey of 800 veterinarians undertaken via the ‘vet NAPS’ - this data 
would be essential in informing guideline development. 

 
Action 
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 Secretariat to circulate presentation by Professor Thursky to members via email. 
Additional Agenda Item – ASTAG review 

Dr Schipp invited members to provide advice on the future of ASTAG and how best the group 
could move from the ‘development’ phase to the ‘implementation’ phase.  
 
Members put forward a range of suggestions including: 

 the potential to make ASTAG a formalised group with greater authority;  

 creating smaller topic-specific working groups with greater linkages to partners in 
jurisdictions (while avoiding creating silos of work);  

 retaining the valuable full group to meet on an annual basis, with smaller groups 
meeting more regularly;  

  the benefit of a two-tiered approach – low hanging fruit vs. more difficult longer term 
actions; and 

 developing an annual ASTAG work plan to focus efforts on the top 3-4 priorities. 
 

Action 

 Secretariat to invite members to provide further comment on the future of ASTAG out of 
session. 

 

Agenda Item 10 – Antibacterial Importance Ratings/ development of a list of antibiotics not be 
registered for use in animals  

Members discussed the process to update the Importance Ratings and Summary of Antibacterial 
Uses in Humans in Australia (‘Antibacterial Importance Ratings’) and develop a list of 
unregisterable antibiotics for animal use.  Members supported the establishment of the ASTAG 
‘Antibacterial Lists’ Working Group to progress this work, and agreed to the draft terms of 
reference provided in the agenda papers.   
 
Action 

 Secretariat to establish an ASTAG ‘Antibacterial Lists’ Working Group. 

 Members to provide nominations for membership to the Secretariat by COB  
16 January 2017. 

 
Agenda Item 11 – One Health AMR Website  

Ms Appleyard provided an update on the development of the One Health AMR Website and 
invited members to make suggestions on the format and content.  Discussion included: 

 further consideration was needed to determine how the website could best reflect/link 
to the work of other organisations and trustable/reputable sources of information; 

 the website could host/link to surveillance data and programs;  

 there should be a section/information on the environment; 

 the website information needed to be consistent and tailored to different groups, with a 
series of hierarchies that drop down to more targeted information;  

 provide a link to HealthDirect information (e.g. what to do in case of infection); and, 

 provide an opportunity for other organisations to link back to the One Health AMR 
Website. 
 

Action 

 Secretariat to email members with regard to further contributions/involvement in the 
development of the One Health AMR website.  
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Agenda Item 12 – Supporting a One Health approach – engaging the Department of 
Environment and Energy, and other relevant environment stakeholders 

Members discussed the engagement of the environment sector to support the achievement of a 
One Health response to AMR.  Members suggested the potential for greater engagement with 
Wildlife Health Australia, who were active in the AMR space.  Consideration needed to be given 
to engaging representatives with appropriate expertise and experience.  
 
Agenda Item 13 – Other business  

Members were invited to raise any other business not covered elsewhere in the agenda.  
 
Members discussed setting targets for antimicrobial usage.  It was suggested that this could be 
done for three conditions in general practice as a starting point. NPS data may be helpful to 
inform this work, and international examples need to be considered (e.g. Scotland’s approach to 
targets, Netherlands as benchmark). It was suggested that the RACGP AMR committee may be 
an appropriate lead for this work.  The introduction of targets would need to be supported by 
an awareness campaign and change management.  Addressing the automatic repeat option in 
prescriber software was also important.   
 
Action 

 Department of Health to consider approaches for the development of targets for 
antimicrobial usage, including exploring the role of the RACGP AMR committee in 
progressing this work.  

 

Agenda Item 14 – Next meeting and close 

Dr Schipp and Professor Murphy thanked members and participants for their time and 
significant contribution at the meeting.  The meeting closed at 2.40pm. 
 
Action 

 Secretariat to schedule the next meeting of ASTAG for May/June 2017. 
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ACTIONS ARISING  
 

Item  Action When Who 

5 Professor Murphy to consult with 
TGA (Professor Skerritt/Dr 
Greenaway) regarding antibiotic 
supply issues and report back to 
ASTAG on outcome of discussions. 
 

Report back to 
ASTAG at next 
meeting 

Professor 
Murphy 

8 Secretariat to circulate presentation 
by Professor Coombs to members 
via email. 
 

16 December 
2016 
 
COMPLETE 

Secretariat 

9 Secretariat to circulate presentation 
by Professor Thursky to members via 
email. 

16 December 
2016 
 
COMPLETE 

Secretariat 

ASTAG review Members to provide further 
comment on the future of ASTAG. 

April Secretariat 

10 Secretariat to establish an ASTAG 
‘Antibacterial Lists’ Working Group. 
 
Members to provide nominations for 
membership to the Secretariat by 
COB  
16 January 2017. 
 

16 January 2017 
 
Nominations 
received 

Secretariat 

11 Secretariat to email members with 
regard to further contributions/ 
involvement in the development of 
the One Health AMR website.  
 

March/April 
2017 

Secretariat 

13 Department of Health to consider 
approaches for the development of 
targets for antimicrobial usage, 
including exploring the role of the 
RACGP AMR committee in 
progressing this work.  
   

Report back to 
ASTAG at next 
meeting 

HPP Section, 
OHP 
 

14 Schedule the next ASTAG meeting –
May/June 2017 

 Secretariat 
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Attachment A – Member Update 
 

Committee members provided the following information and updates on any recent AMR-
related initiatives or activities of interest they have been or are involved in, or aware of: 

 Emer Professor Mary Barton reported that: 
o  the Australian Veterinary Association (AVA) was undertaking a pilot trial of 

an antimicrobial stewardship program in companion animal practice. Fifteen 
small animal veterinary practices in Canberra were currently participating in 
the project. The AVA would consider rolling out the project nationally if the 
pilot was successful.   

o The AVA had not progressed the development of their prescribing guidelines 
due to funding difficulties. 

 Dr Martin reported that the Australian government had funded the development of 
pig husbandry prescribing guidelines, which they anticipate would be received well 
by the industry. 

 Professor Del Mar reported that: 
o the Royal Australian College of General Practitioners had established an AMR 

committee which would meet in 2017;  
o the Centre for Research Excellence in which he was involved had undertaken 

a research project to establish the absolute appropriate rate of prescribing 
antibiotics in General Practice.  This project estimates that, on average, GPs 
are prescribing about five times the recommended rate.  

o Rapid guidelines had been developed for the World Health Organization on 
effect of feeding antibiotics to food animals and presence in the food chain. 
Research findings would soon be published; and, 

o a Patient Decision Aid trial was underway to address antibiotic prescribing for 
specific conditions including Acute Bronchitis and Otitis Media.  

 Ms Appleyard reported that: 
o the National AMR Strategy Implementation Plan was released in November 

2016, and that the Department of Health has received funding to continue its 
AMR work in surveillance, to address prescribing in general practice, and for 
the development of the AMR website; 

o the Department had also commenced work on the AMR in the food chain 
literature review; 

o AMR had been identified as a priority in the Medical Research Future Fund; 
and,  

o The Department continued to be actively engaged in international initiatives, 
including implementation of the Global Action Plan.  

 A/Professor Taylor reported that the Royal College of Pathologists of Australasia was 
commencing a pilot QA program for labs in February 2017, testing five classes of 
antibiotics.  Significant interest has been shown by laboratories to participate.  

 Professor Nimmo reported that the number of cultural susceptibility testing being 
performed had been decreasing (i.e. salmonella) and the resultant skewing of data 
was of concern.  
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 Dr Veitch similarly reported that CDNA was considering culture independent testing 
for enteric pathogens and the resultant loss of data, and had established a working 
group to consider the public health response to multi-resistant bacterial organisms. 

 Dr Weekes reported that NPS MedicineWise: 
o had received a significant media interest in Antibiotics Awareness Week; 
o was investigating collecting data from the return of unwanted medicines via 

an audit of the return bins in pharmacies; and, 
o had recently provided current prescribing data/feedback to 500 clinicians 

(PBS data). 

 Mr Dagg reported that Animal Health Australia was continuing to actively 
communicate with industries regarding AMR via the AHA website. 

 Ms Booth said that APNA had received considerable interest from nurses in aged 
care facilities about AMR.    

 A/Professor Looke reported that the Australasian Society for Infectious Disease had 
joined with the Australian Society for Antimicrobials to convene an AMR summit in 
mid-2017. 

 Professor Coombs provided a PowerPoint presentation on the recent activities of the 
Australian Group on AMR (circulated to members via email following the meeting). 

 Professor Shaban reported that the ACIPC had revised the practice standards for IPC 
practitioners (for credentialing) with AMR and stewardship components 
strengthened.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


