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Jan Bell <jan.bell@adelaide.edu.au> 28 February 2018 at 07:28
To: Geoffrey Coombs <geoffasa@gmail.com>
Cc: John Turnidge <jturnidge@gmail.com>

Hi Geoff,

 

As discussed at the Brisbane meeting, I have had a reply from JMI laboratories re the retention of the historic
SENTRY collection.

 

Although a great historical collection, we have never had any requests for isolates from this collection, mainly as all
requests are handled directly through JMI. Since 2006, a duplicate set of isolates were shipped to JMI laboratories for
storage as well.

 

Two of freezers that the collection is currently occupies are now urgently required by SA Pathology, and as such we
have been asked to relocate them or discard if no longer required. There are over 53,000 isolates (530 cryoboxes) in
this collection, located in three freezers and two sites.

 

Can you please discuss with the AGAR Executive the following:

 

Does AGAR want to become custodians of this collection?

If Yes, then technically they can be linked to the current AGAR/ASA contract with The University of Adelaide
for enable them to be stored in universities freezer bank. This would be good, but the downside is what will
happen if/when AGAR is moved off campus. Also, if there are any requests for isolates, then these would
need to be coordinated through JMI and ‘someone’ (currently a lab of one) would need to retrieve them, and
ship accordingly

If no, I can arrange for them to be discarded.

 

It would be good to be able to keep such a historical collection, but maybe they need to be located on campus that
has more resources, but this would come at quite a cost.

Happy to discuss further, but we will need to move quickly on this.

 

Thank you for your consideration

 

Jan

 

From: Andrew Fuhrmeister [mailto:andrew-fuhrmeister@jmilabs.com]  
Sent: Wednesday, 28 February 2018 4:58 AM 
To: Jan Bell <jan.bell@adelaide.edu.au>; Ronald Jones <ronald-jones@jmilabs.com> 
Cc: John Turnidge <jturnidge@gmail.com>; Robert Flamm <robert-flamm@jmilabs.com>; Mariana Castanheira
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<mariana-castanheira@jmilabs.com> 
Subject: RE: SENTRY isolates

 

Dear Jan

Thanks for your inquiry.  Regarding the isolates from 1998-2004, these we no longer need or require to be stored by
your institution.  They would have met our disposal criteria due to the age of collection (except for those with unique
or R-profiles for which we would have saved in a special bank) and would have tossed already.  If you feel an
obligation to store them because of SENTRY, then you can dispose if needed. If you want to keep them for research
purposes, then you may transfer them as long as you monitor as the custodian the isolates and coordinate through
JMI external requests for isolate uses. 

 

We already have the 2006-2013 isolates here, so again, we don’t need them and up to you to dispose or maintain,
same conditions as the older isolates.

 

Any questions, let us know.  Glad to hear your microbiology knowledge is still in practice!

Regards

Andrew

 

From: Jan Bell <jan.bell@adelaide.edu.au>  
Sent: Monday, February 26, 2018 3:16 PM 
To: Ronald Jones <ronald-jones@jmilabs.com> 
Cc: John Turnidge <jturnidge@gmail.com>; Andrew Fuhrmeister <andrew-fuhrmeister@jmilabs.com>; Robert Flamm
<robert-flamm@jmilabs.com>; Mariana Castanheira <mariana-castanheira@jmilabs.com> 
Subject: RE: SENTRY isolates

 

Thanks very much Ron,

 

I am not sure when we actually started the annual organism transfer to JMI; I think the isolates from 2006-2013 are
stored at JMI.

The most important isolates would be those from 1998-2004.

 

Best wishes

 

Jan

 

From: Ronald Jones [mailto:ronald-jones@jmilabs.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, 27 February 2018 6:42 AM 
To: Jan Bell <jan.bell@adelaide.edu.au>; Ronald Jones <ronald-jones@jmilabs.com> 
Cc: John Turnidge <jturnidge@gmail.com>; Andrew Fuhrmeister <andrew-fuhrmeister@jmilabs.com>; Robert Flamm
<robert-flamm@jmilabs.com>; Mariana Castanheira <mariana-castanheira@jmilabs.com> 
Subject: RE: SENTRY isolates

 

Jan,
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I will discuss the SENTRY organism transfer to the University of Adelaide (AGAR) with our Directors. We hope to
have an answer promptly.

 

We’re glad to see you are back/active in Microbiology and Surveillance again. Stay well and thrive!

 

Cheers,

 

Ron

Ronald N. Jones, M.D., FIDSA, FCAP, FASCP, FAAM

Founder/Chairman

JMI Laboratories

345 Beaver Kreek Ctr, Ste A

North Liberty, Iowa, 52317, USA

Phone: 319-665-3370

Fax: 319-665-3371

Email: ronald-jones@jmilabs.com

 

 

 

 

From: Jan Bell <jan.bell@adelaide.edu.au>  
Sent: Sunday, February 25, 2018 4:17 PM 
To: Ronald Jones <ronald-jones@jmilabs.com> 
Cc: John Turnidge <jturnidge@gmail.com> 
Subject: SENTRY isolates

 

Hi Ron,

 

It has been a long time since we have had contact, and quite a lot has happened. I am now located at the University
of Adelaide, after a brief time at the Royal Adelaide Hospital.

 

The SENTRY collection from 1998 is still stored at the Women’s and Children’s Hospital, but the freezer space is
now urgently needed by SA Pathology, who run the laboratory service. We are able to move the collection to a freezer
bank located at the University of Adelaide, however to do this, the isolates will need to be associated with a current
University project. This we have, as I am continuing with characterising the Australian Group on Antimicrobial
Resistance (AGAR) isolates on this campus.

 

To ensure that we re able to preserve this valuable collection of isolates, we seek your approval for the AGAR group
to become the ‘custodians’ of the SENTRY collection, and therefore move them to the University of Adelaide’s
Freezer bank facilities. Any requests for isolates would still need to be approved by JMI Laboratories.

 

Best wishes
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Jan

 

Jan Bell

ACARE Laboratory

MLS Building

University of Adelaide

Australia

 

(08) 8313 9905

 


