
Arnfinn's project vanA low MIC AESOP 
 
JOHNSON, Paul <Paul.Johnson@austin.org.au> 23 March 2018 at 11:27 
To: "Daley, Denise" <Denise.Daley@health.wa.gov.au> 
Cc: Stanley Pang <S.Pang@murdoch.edu.au>, "geoff@asainc.net.au" <geoff@asainc.net.au> 
Dear Denise 
I see Arnfinn has replied to this email with an address for delivery of the strains. 
 
Thank you for your kind assistance with this project, and I look forward to a productive collaboration. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Paul Johnson 
Professor Paul Johnson 
Deputy Director 
Infectious Diseases Department 
Austin Health & University of Melbourne 
t. +613 9496 6678 
f. +613 9496 6677 
e. paul.johnson@austin.org.au 
 
 
From: Daley, Denise [mailto:Denise.Daley@health.wa.gov.au] Thursday, 22 March 2018 1:10 
PM 
To: JOHNSON, Paul <Paul.Johnson@austin.org.au> 
Cc: Stanley Pang <S.Pang@murdoch.edu.au>; geoff@asainc.net.au 
 
Hi Paul 
 
I have subcultured those isolates today and they will be ready for dispatch on Monday. 
Could you please send me Arnfinn's address and contact number? 
 
Regards, 
 
Denise Daley, MASM 
AGAR Scientific Officer 
www.agargroup.org.au 
ASA Secretary 
www.asainc.net.au 
 
From: JOHNSON, Paul [mailto:Paul.Johnson@austin.org.au] Wednesday, 21 March 2018 10:50 
AM 
To: Geoffrey Coombs 
Cc: Stanley Pang; Daley, Denise; geoff@asainc.net.au 
 
Dear Stanley 
 
thanks very much for your assistance so far. We would also like to arrange transfer of the 10 strains 
to Arnfinn at Austin (vanA low MIC AESOP). Below is the plan from Arnfinn's protocol (to explain what 
we will do with the isolates) and how we will work with the strains and the WGS data you have already 
kindly provided. 
 
Objectives and set-up: 
(i) Examine the occurrence of VVE (vancomycin susceptible and vanA-genotype positive) in 
Enterococcus faecium and Enterococcus faecalis blood stream isolates (BSI) and characterize 
selected isolates by WGS and compare their vanA-operon to the prototypical Tn1546 of E. faecium 
BM4147 (GenBank accession no M97297)(Arthur, Molinas, Depardieu, & Courvalin, 1993).  
(ii) Selected true VVE-strains (able to convert from S to R) will be examined for their spontaneous S-
to-R reversion rate without selection and induced reversion after sub-MIC exposure to clinical relevant 
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antimicrobials inducing a SOS- (ciprofloxacin) or a cell envelope (betalactam) stress response 
(Beaber, Hochhut, &Waldor, 2004; Poole, 2012). 
 
As per previous email we see this is a collaboration with AGAR and will be pleased to include GC, DD 
and SP as authors on any abstract of publication arising. Please let us know what we need to know to 
facilitate the receipt of the strains. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Paul Johnson 
Austin Health & University of Melbourne 

JOHNSON, Paul <Paul.Johnson@austin.org.au> 15 March 2018 at 18:27 
To: Stanley Pang <S.Pang@murdoch.edu.au>, "Daley, Denise" <Denise.Daley@health.wa.gov.au>, 
"geoff@asainc.net.au" <geoff@asainc.net.au> 
 
thank you Stanley, Denise and Geoff 
 
Please make sure we know from the outset who should be included as co-authors on any abstract 
arising. 
 
Paul 
________________________________ 
From: Stanley Pang [S.Pang@murdoch.edu.au] Sent: Thursday, 15 March 2018 1:48 PM 
To: Daley, Denise; JOHNSON, Paul; 'geoff@asainc.net.au' 
 
Hi Paul, 
I have gathered all the sequence files from the list. Here is the link to the cloud storage where all the 
data is stored. 
 
Cheers, 
 
Stanley 
 
 
From: Daley, Denise [mailto:Denise.Daley@health.wa.gov.au] Sent: Thursday, 15 March 2018 7:19 
AM 
 
To: JOHNSON, Paul <Paul.Johnson@austin.org.au>; 'geoff@asainc.net.au' <geoff@asainc.net.au> 
Cc: Stanley Pang <S.Pang@murdoch.edu.au> 
 
Hi Paul 
Sorry for the delay. I have gone back through the 2015 and 2016 AESOP data. There are only 10 
vanA E. faecium with low vanc MICs (<3.0mg/L), there was also one with a MIC of 16. I’ve attached 
the demographic and MIC data. 
 
Hi Stanley, could you please get the sequence data for these vanA faecium? 
 
Regards, 
Denise Daley, MASM 
AGAR Scientific Officer 
www.agargroup.org.au 
ASA Secretary 
www.asainc.net.au 
 
From: JOHNSON, Paul [mailto:Paul.Johnson@austin.org.au] Sent: Wednesday, 14 March 2018 8:09 
AM 
To: Daley, Denise; 'geoff@asainc.net.au' 
 
Dear Geoff and Denise 
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Please could you let me know what steps I need to take to finalise the AGAR collaboration we 
discussed at the AESOP meeting at ASA. I recall it was approved but I need to advise Arnfinn how to 
get started.  We will of course include any people from AGAR or your sequencing lab you wish to 
include on any abstract or  publication arising. 
 
I would be happy to discuss by phone if there are any issues to discuss. 
 
Best wishes 
Paul Johnson 
0438 324 913 
Professor Paul Johnson 
Deputy Director 
Infectious Diseases Department 
Austin Health & University of Melbourne 
t. +613 9496 6678 
f. +613 9496 6677 
e. paul.johnson@austin.org.au<mailto:paul.johnson@austin.org.au> 

From: JOHNSON, Paul [mailto:Paul.Johnson@austin.org.au] Sent: Friday, 9 February 2018 2:05 
PM 
To: 'G.Coombs@murdoch.edu.au' <G.Coombs@murdoch.edu.au> 
Cc: Daley, Denise <Denise.Daley@health.wa.gov.au>; Ben Howden 
<bhowden@unimelb.edu.au> 
 
Dear Geoff and Denise 
 
Greetings from Melbourne and happy new year (1/12 of which is already gone!) 
Ben Howden and I have just been discussing a possible study proposal on vancomycin 
variable enterococcus (VVE).  In outline we would plan to access sequence and clinical/phenotype 
data from the 2015 and 2016 AESOP program to search for low MIC vanA VRE (likely classified 
currently by phenotype as VSE). 
 
We would then go on to investigate mechanisms behind this at a molecular level. We 
have a visiting scientist (Arnfinn Sundsfjord, appointed at Austin for a sabbatical) with us 
for 4 months who is interested in this field and will be available to at least start the 
analysis if we can identify some of these strains. 
 
We are interested in whether you think this project is worthy of support and, if so, is there 
a process that we should fulfil (eg letter to AGAR executive)? 
 
Look forward to hearing from you and hope to see you at AGAR (I think I will be there for 
Thursday/Friday) 
 
Cheers 
Paul J 
Professor Paul Johnson 
Deputy Director 
Infectious Diseases Department 
Austin Health & University of Melbourne 
t. +613 9496 6678 
f. +613 9496 6677 
e. paul.johnson@austin.org.au 
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