
1 
 

AG AR

    
 
The Australian Group on Antimicrobial Resistance 
http://antimicrobial-resistance.com 

AGAR Quarter1 Progress Report, July 2018 

AESOP 

Objectives 
The Australian Group on Antimicrobial Resistance (AGAR) has been monitoring Enterococcal 
bacteraemia prospectively since 2011 and from 2013 in the current format.  
 
The objective of this program is to monitor enterococcal bacteraemia in Australia, with particular 
emphasis on susceptibility to vancomycin, and to characterize the molecular epidemiology of the 
Enterococcus faecium isolates.  This is achieved through continuous prospective assessment. 

Results 
To date there have been 272 Enterococcal bacteraemia episodes submitted from 29 institutions. There 
are 7 labs still to submit data. 
There are 106 E. faecium of which 50% are vancomycin non-susceptible. 
There have been 68 E. faecium submitted to date which are undergoing Whole Genome Sequencing. 
 
 

ASSOP 

Objectives 
The Australian Group on Antimicrobial Resistance (AGAR) has been monitoring Staphylococcus aureus 
bacteraemia prospectively since 2013. The objective of this program is to determine the proportion of 
Staphylococcus aureus bacteraemia (SAB) isolates in Australia that are antimicrobial resistant, with 
particular emphasis on susceptibility to methicillin, and to characterise the molecular epidemiology of the 
methicillin resistant isolates.  This is achieved through continuous prospective assessment.  

Results  
There have been 572 S. aureus bacteraemia episodes submitted from 30 institutions. There are 6 labs 
still to submit data. 
There have been 74 methicillin-resistant S. aureus submitted to date which are undergoing Whole 
Genome Sequencing. 
 

GnSOP 

Objectives 
The objectives of Gram-negative Sepsis Outcome Program 2018 are to monitor resistance, examine the 
extent of co-resistance and multi-resistance; and to detect emerging resistance to newer last-line agents 
such as carbapenems.  
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Progress (data as at 12th July 2018) 

Data for the first quarter of 2018 has been received from 31 of 36 (86%) institutions across Australia. 
Thirty-one institutions across Australia have reported a total of 1,932 isolates (Enterobacteriaceae n = 
1,710, P. aeruginosa n = 197, Acinetobacter spp. n = 25) from different patient episodes of bacteraemia 
collected during 2018. Demographic data validation checks are in progress and requests for isolates for 
molecular testing are in progress. 
 

Outstanding Results 
Data from five participating hospitals have not yet been received. They will all finalise their data as soon 
as possible. 
 
 
Final data for all three programs is not expected until February-March 2019. 


