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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION & CONSENT FORM (Interviews)  
 
PROJECT TITLE:  Reporting and Surveillance of Antibiotic Usage and Antimicrobial 

Resistance in Australia: A National Study 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:    Associate Professor Ramon Shaban 
   Principal Research Fellow 
   School of Nursing and Midwifery 
   Research Centre for Clinical and Community Practice Innovation 

Griffith University 
Ph: 07 3382 1271 
Email: r.shaban@griffith.edu.au  

 
CO-INVESTIGATORS:    Dr Marilyn Cruickshank 

Clinical Policy Manager (Healthcare-assocaited Infection) 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care 
Chair – Antimicrobial Resistance Subcommittee 
Australian Heath Protection Committee 
Ph: (02) 9126 3586 

   Email:  Marilyn.Cruickshank@safetyandquality.gov.au 
 

      Clinical Professor Keryn Christiansen 
   Emeritus Consultant, Infectious Diseases 

Sir Charles Gardiner Hospital  
Email: Keryn.Christiansen@health.wa.gov.au 

  
BACKGROUND AND INTRODUCTION TO THE RESEARCH PROJECT 

You are invited to take part in this research project that will undertake an analysis of the current 
activities for the surveillance and reporting of antibiotic usage and antimicrobial resistance within 
Australia and determine the enablers and barriers to the establishment of a national coordinated 
approach to antimicrobial resistance. 

Effective surveillance is the cornerstone of efforts to control antimicrobial resistance. The 
information generated through surveillance of use and resistance can be seen as complementary. At 
the local level, the data are used to formulate recommendations for rational antibiotic use and 
standard treatment guidelines. At a national level, data on resistance and use together inform policy 
decisions such as development or revision of essential medicines lists, and identify priorities for 
public health action, such as education campaigns or regulatory measures. Conversely, lack of 
surveillance can lead to misdirected and inefficient policies, wasting of limited resources, 
inappropriate therapy and ultimately human suffering and death through the inability to provide an 
effective drug to patients in need. 
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While there are many national activities currently occurring in Australia to address the issue of 
antimicrobial resistance, they are often voluntary and operate without systematic oversight and 
leadership at the national level. Prior to the formation of AMRSC there has been no national 
coordination of activities, comprehensive national reports on antibiotic use and resistance or the 
ability to link antimicrobial usage and resistance data at a national level. Moreover, there is no single 
entity that fulfils such a role at a national level. 

In 2011, the Antimicrobial Resistance Colloquia, supported by ACSQHC, was held in Sydney and 
through a gap analysis established what interventions are in place for monitoring and preventing 
antimicrobial resistance in Australia. Surveillance of AMR in Australia was determined to be the 
greatest deficit and it was widely recognised that strategies to address AMR are needed and 
include research, infection control interventions and surveillance.  Following on from the colloquia 
the first meeting of the Antimicrobial Resistance Subcommittee (AMRSC) was held in Sydney in April 
2012. The function of the AMRSC is to develop a national strategy to address antimicrobial resistance. 
This includes overseeing an integrative approach to the national strategy through coordination of 
current national activities such as:  

• a comprehensive national antimicrobial resistance monitoring and audit system; 
• education and stewardship programs; 
• infection prevention and control guidelines; 
• research into all aspects of antibiotic resistance; 
• a review of the current regulatory system applying to antibiotics; and 
• community and consumer campaigns 

 
It is intended that the AMRSC will oversee AMR in Australia under the auspices of the Australian 
Health Protection Principal Committee (AHPC), which currently has 5 sub-committees: CDNA, PHLN, 
Environmental Health, Virus & Sexually Transmissible blood borne infections, and National Health 
Emergency Management (NHEMS). Now endorsed, the AMRSC will join the other subcommittees 
reporting to AHPC and in turn to AHMC. 

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THIS RESEARCH PROJECT? 

The proposal will examine current surveillance activities undertaken by state and territory 
surveillance units; activities undertaken by other groups such as Australian Group on Antimicrobial 
Resistance and the National Antimicrobial Utilisation Program; analyse gaps, examine how reports 
from routine diagnostic laboratories might be a source of data and make recommendations on how 
links between current reporting might be enhanced. 
 
We propose the following research questions: 
 

1. What activities for the reporting and surveillance of antibiotic usage and antimicrobial 
resistance currently occur in Australia? 

2. What options or models for a nationally-coordinated approach to the reporting and surveillance 
of antibiotic usage and antimicrobial resistance are most applicable to the Australian context? 
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3. What are the enablers and barriers to the establishment of a national coordinated approach for 
the reporting and surveillance of antibiotic usage and antimicrobial resistance in Australia? 

 
The published findings will inform the work of the Antimicrobial Resistance Sub-committee (AMRSC) 
to develop a business case for a coordinated and efficient national approach to reporting and 
surveillance of antibiotic usage and antimicrobial resistance. 
 
WHAT DOES PARTICIPATION IN THIS RESEARCH PROJECT INVOLVE? 

As a key stakeholder in antibiotic usage and antimicrobial resistance in Australia, we invite you to 
participate to our analysis of the current activities for the surveillance and reporting of antibiotic 
usage and antimicrobial resistance within Australia so as to determine the enablers and barriers to 
the establishment of a national coordinated approach to antimicrobial resistance. 
 
You will ask to participate in the one or both of the following two phases of the study: 

1. Telephone/Teleconference Interview 
You will be asked to participate in an audio-recorded telephone/teleconference of approximately 
1 hr in length during which time members of the research team will seek to determine from you 
the enablers and barriers to the establishment of a national coordinated approach to 
antimicrobial resistance. Transcripts will be audio-recorded and transcribed, and a copy provided 
to you to confirm prior to analysis. Transcripts will be analysed thematically and techniques to 
enhance trustworthiness and credibility of data—including, but not limited to member checking, 
peer review and the use of an audit trail—will be employed.  
2. Electronic survey/s 
You may be invited to participate in one or more electronic survey/s in which you will be asked to 
comment on proposed models for reporting and surveillance of antibiotic usage and antimicrobial 
resistance. The survey will take approximately 30 minutes to complete, and you will be asked to 
identify the key stakeholder organization. 
 

You will not be paid or remunerated in other ways for your participation in this research.  

WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE BENEFITS? 

The proposal will examine current surveillance activities undertaken by state and territory 
surveillance units; activities undertaken by other groups such as Australian Group on Antimicrobial 
Resistance and the National Antimicrobial Utilisation Program; analyse gaps, examine how reports 
from routine diagnostic laboratories might be a source of data and make recommendations on how 
links between current reporting might be enhanced. 

The published findings will inform the work of the Antimicrobial Resistance Sub-committee (AMRSC) 
to develop a business case for a coordinated and efficient national approach to reporting and 
surveillance of antibiotic usage and antimicrobial resistance. 

WHAT ARE THE POSSIBLE RISKS? 

There are no significant foreseen risks to you by participating in this research. 
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DO I HAVE TO TAKE PART IN THIS RESEARCH PROJECT? 

Participation in this research project is entirely voluntary. If you do not wish to take part, you do not 
have to. Your decision whether to take part or not, or to take part and then withdraw, will have no 
bearing on your relationship with the Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in HealthCare or 
the members of the research team whatsoever. 

HOW WILL I BE INFORMED OF THE RESULTS OF THIS RESEARCH PROJECT? 

The results of this study will be published in a formal report that will be supplied to all participants 
and also published in relevant peer-reviewed journals and at conferences. 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO INFORMATION ABOUT ME? 

Any information obtained in connection with this research project that can identifiable will be 
specific to the organization. Individual or individuals who participate on behalf of their parent 
organization will do so only with written permission from the Chief Executive Officer of that 
organization. It will be possible to identify the organizations that participate in this research and 
the parent organization that you represent, as this is central to the consultative process required of 
the research.  However, identification will be limited to the organization and NOT the individual or 
individuals approved to participate on behalf of the organization. There is a small possibility that 
individuals will be identifiable by inference through their specific comments, but this is highly 
unlikely and unlikely to be of a concern. If you however have any concerns about likely 
identification by inference, please bring this to the attention of the researchers immediately. 

All data will be stored according to the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) 
Australian Code for the Responsible Conduct of Research. Access to all data sets will be limited to the 
three named investigators in this study. Access to the data will be restricted by electronic passwords 
in accordance with policies National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research (2007) 
produced by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) of Australia, Policy 
Governing Research Involving Human Subjects (PHP/PHR/R03). 

Similarly, electronic data files of recordings will be password encrypted and stored in a confidential 
electronic drive that one of the named researchers will have access to. Hard copies of data will be 
stored in a locked filing cabinet in a locked office. Audio data from interviews will be retained until 
data analysis is complete. Once data analysis is completed, all audio recordings will be permanently 
destroyed. The recordings will be used for the sole purpose of data analysis and will not be utilized 
for any other purposes, including conference presentations or for instructional purposes.   

 

CAN I ACCESS RESEARCH INFORMATION KEPT ABOUT ME? 

In accordance with relevant Australian and/or state/territory privacy and other relevant laws, you 
have the right to access the information collected and stored by the researcher about you. Please 
contact the researcher named at the end of this document if you would like to access your 
information. 

IS THIS RESEARCH PROJECT APPROVED? 



                          
                     

AMRAU Project PICF – Interviews - Version 2 – 31 July 2012 Page 5 of 6 
 

This research has been approved by the Human Research Ethics Committees at Griffith University.  

This project will be carried out according to the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human 
Research (2007). This statement has been developed to protect the interests of people who agree to 
participate in human research studies. 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION OR COMPLAINTS: 

If you want any further information concerning this research project or if you have any questions or 
concerns about participation, please contact: 

For information:  Associate Professor Ramon Shaban 
  Principal Research Fellow 
  School of Nursing and Midwifery 
  Research Centre for Clinical and Community Practice Innovation 

Griffith University 
Ph: 07 3382 1271 
Email: r.shaban@griffith.edu.au  

 
For complaints: If you have any complaint regarding any aspect of this research project or the 

way it is being conducted, you may contact: 
 

Manager, Research Ethics and Integrity 
Griffith University 
Ph: 07 373 54855 
 

 

Please turn to the next page to complete the Consent Form.  
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PARTICIPANT INFORMATION AND CONSENT FORM 
PROJECT TITLE:  Reporting and Surveillance of Antibiotic Usage and Antimicrobial Resistance in Australia: A 
National Study 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:    Associate Professor Ramon Shaban 
   Principal Research Fellow,  
   Griffith Health Institute, Griffith University 

Ph: 07 3382 1271 
Email: r.shaban@griffith.edu.au  

 
CO-INVESTIGATORS:     Dr Marilyn Cruickshank 

Clinical Policy Manager (Healthcare-associated Infection) 
Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in Health Care 
Chair – Antimicrobial Resistance Subcommittee 
Australian Heath Protection Committee 
Ph: (02) 9126 3586 

   Email:  Marilyn.Cruickshank@safetyandquality.gov.au 
 

      Clinical Professor Keryn Christiansen 
   Emeritus Consultant, Infectious Diseases 

Sir Charles Gairdiner Hospital  
Email: Keryn.Christiansen@health.wa.gov.au 

 
• I have read, or have had this document read to me in a language that I understand, and I 

understand the purposes, procedures and risks of this research project as described within it.  
• I have had an opportunity to ask questions and I am satisfied with the answers that I have 

received.  
• I freely agree to participate in this research project, as described. 
• I understand that I will be given a signed copy of this document to keep.  
 
Participant’s name (printed):     _____________________________________ 

Representative Key Stakeholder Organization: _____________________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________       Date: ____________________ 

Witness’s name (printed): ______________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________ 

Researcher’s name (printed): ______________________________ 

Signature: ______________________________       Date: ____________________ 

Note: All parties signing the consent section must date their own signature.                 
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