
Streptococcus pneumoniae Bacteraemia  
on-going Survey Guidelines 

 
 
BACKGROUND: S. pneumoniae is a common cause of pneumonia, otitis media, 
meningitis and bacteraemia and is associated with significant mortality and morbidity 
rates in serious infections. Antimicrobial resistance is a common reason for inadequate 
therapy therefore timely surveillance data can contribute reliable information at a national 
and regional level. 
 
AIM: To determine antimicrobial resistance rates of S. pneumoniae isolated from blood 
cultures.  Participation in this survey is optional. 
 
ISOLATES: Record information from all blood culture isolates of S. pneumoniae 
isolated in your laboratory. 
 
ID AND SUSCEPTIBILITY DATA: Record the ID and susceptibility results that your 
laboratory routinely performs.  No additional testing is required.  Enter results on 
SPNE BC.xl (available on the website or by contacting Julie Pearson). Forward data to 
Julie Pearson (julie.pearson@health.wa.gov.au) at least every six months.  If 
experiencing difficulties with the worksheet eg. drop down menus do not appear or data 
cannot be entered please email Julie Pearson with faulty worksheet and it will be 
‘repaired’ and returned. 
 
DATA ENTRY:  
 

Column B DOC Date of Collection 

Column C Org ID Organism ID.  Use drop down menu to enter “SPNE” 

Column D Lab ID Lab number or code. 

Column E MRN or patient 
initials.   

Medical Record Number or patient initials or surname. 
Optional. To assist with data entry. 

Column F DOB Date of Birth 

Column G Age Only if DOB unavailable 

Column H Sex Use drop down menu to enter “M”, “F” or “U” 

Column I Specimen Use drop down menu to enter “Blood” 

Column J In/Out Patient Use drop down menu to enter “In” or “Out” 

Column K Opt Record optochin zone diameter (mm). 

Column L Bsol Bile solubility. Test if optochin zone is less that 19mm. 
Use drop-down menu to enter “pos”, “neg” or “not 
tested” 



Column M Serotype Record serotype if known 

Columns N 
to X 

Disc diffusion 
(CLSI) 

CLSI disc diffusion users to record zone diameter (mm) 
of appropriate antibiotic.  Column X is left blank for 
additional antibiotic results. 

Column Y Induction Enter “+” if a D zone was observed between 
erythromycin and clindamycin.  Enter “-” if no D zone 
observed 

Columns Z 
to AL 

CDS CDS disc diffusion users to record annular radius (mm) 
of appropriate antibiotic.  Column AL is left blank for 
additional antibiotic results. 

Columns 
AM to AV 

Vitek 2 Vitek 2 users to enter MIC (raw data not interpreted 
data) 

Columns 
AW to BC 

E test Use drop down menu to enter E test results (mg/L) 

Columns BD 
to BH 

BSAC BSAC users record zone diameter (mm) 

Column BI Comments Record E test media used ie BBL II, Acumedia, Oxoid 

Columns BJ 
to BZ 

Interpretation Leave blank. CLSI disc diffusion and E test results will 
be interpreted automatically.  

 


