Enterococcus Bacteraemia On-going Survey
Guidelines

BACKGROUND: Enterococci are normal flora of the gastrointestinal tract but are
significant pathogens in infections of the urinary tract, bloodstream and wounds. Timely
antimicrobial susceptibility data (in particular for vancomycin) can contribute reliable
information at a national and regional level.

AIM: To determine antimicrobial resistance rates of Enterococcus spp. isolated from
blood cultures. Participation in this survey is optional.

ISOLATES: Record information from all blood culture isolates of Enterococcus spp.
isolated in your laboratory.

VANCOMYCIN NON-SUSCEPTIBLE ISOLATES: Please forward non-susceptible
isolates for van PCR. A list of AGAR laboratories that offer this test can be found in
Appendix 2. Confirmed VRE should be forwarded to a National VRE Network
(NaVREN) laboratory. See Appendix 3.

ID AND SUSCEPTIBILITY DATA: Record the ID and susceptibility results that your
laboratory routinely performs. No additional testing is required. Enter results on
ENTE BC.xl (available on the website or by contacting Julie Pearson). Forward data to
Julie Pearson (julie.pearson@health.wa.gov.au) at least every six months.

DATA ENTRY:

Column B Date collected | Date of Collection

Column C Storage Optional
number

Column D Lab ID Lab number or code.

Column E MRN or Medical Record Number or patient initials or
patient surname. Optional. To assist with data entry.
initials.

Column F DOB Date of Birth

Column G Sex Enter “M”, “F” or “U”

Column H DOA Date of admission.

Column I Primary Site first isolated eg. “MSU”, “CSU”, “Blood”
Source

Column J Orgl Enter species of Enterococcus “E. faecalis”, “E.

faecium” etc




Column K Org2 Enter name of other species also isolated from the
blood culture eg “E. coli”
Column L Org 3 Enter name of other species also isolated from the
blood culture eg “E. coli”
Column M Vitek Record BioCode from Vitek or Vitek 2 ID card
Column N API 20S Record BioCode from API 20S
Column 0 ID32 Strep Record BioCode from ID32 Strep
Column P MicroScan Record BioCode from MicroScan
Columns Q to AC Conventional | Enter “pos” or “neg” in appropriate column. See
Tests appendix 1 for definitions.
Column AD Blac Beta-lactamase. Enter “pos” or “neg”.
Columns AE to AI | Vitek or Enter MIC values(mg/L). Raw data not interpreted
Vitek2 data.
Columns AJ to AN | Disc diffusion | Enter zone diameter (mm)
(CLSI)
Columns AO to AR | Disc diffusion | Enter annular radius (mm)
(CDS)
Columns AS to AW | MicroScan Enter MIC values (mg/L)
Columns AX to BC | AgarDilution | Enter breakpoint MIC (mg/L)
Columns BD to BI | Etest Enter MIC values (mg/L).
Column BJ Comments Enter comments
Column BK ID PCR ddl ligase PCR. Enter “E. faecalis, “E. faecium”
or “Not detected”.
Column BL van PCR Enter genotype eg. “vanA”, “vanB”, “vanC1” etc.




APPENDIX 1: Identification of Enterococcus spp.

Enter results as “Pos” or “neg”

PYR Pyrrolidonyl arylamidase

BE Bile esculin

GpD Group D antigen

Mot Motility

Pig Pigment

NaCl Growth in 6.5% NaCl

42 Growth at 42°C

Ara Fermentation of 1% arabinose
Raf Fermentation of 1% raffinose
Pyu Pyruvate utilization

Rib Fermentation of 1% ribose
Tel Tellurite tolerance




APPENDIX 2: AGAR laboratories that perform van PCR

Alfred Hospital, Vic

Austin Health, Vic

Flinders Medical Centre, SA

QHPS Princess Alexandra Hospital, QId
Royal North Shore Hospital, NSW
Royal Perth Hospital, WA

Sullivan Nicolaides Pathology, Qld

The Canberra Hospital, ACT

Westmead Hospital, NSW

Women’s and Children’s Hospital, SA



APPENDIX 3: NaVREN Institutions.

Austin Hospital, Vic

QHPS Princess Alexandra Hospital, Qld
Royal Hobart Hospital, Tas

Royal North Shore Hospital, NSW
Royal Perth Hospital, WA

Women’s and Children’s Hospital, SA



