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Dear Ben, Geoff and David,

 

The current warnings from CLSI and EUCAST about the failure of disc diffusion testing to detect colistin resistance in
the lower range of MICs may be dependent on the test parameters of inoculum preparation, test media, antibiotic
used and disc potency used in those methods. I notice from the attached posters that your research groups have
reported on strains resistant to colistin at low MICs, compared with the higher MICs found in intrinsically resistant
species.

As you may be aware the CDS Method uses a greater inoculum, Oxoid sensitest agar, and polymyxin with a disc
potency of 300units. Strains with low level resistance at 2—8 mcg/ml colistin or polymyxin are uncommon in Australia
and your two posters underscore this fact. In our experience it has been quite uncommon to resort to colistin therapy,
however that could change and we need to know that patient safety is not compromised by an unreliable AST
method. Access to reference laboratory testing for colistin susceptibility by phenotypic and molecular methods is
available but reporting may take several days.

 

I seek your collaboration in assisting the Antibiotic Reference Laboratory at St George Hospital (aka the CDS
Laboratory) to evaluate the performance of the CDS Method of AST in detecting low level resistance to polymyxin. I
propose to test isolates with low level resistance to colistin using the CDS method and compare the zones of
inhibition with the strains we currently hold which have high level resistance or are susceptible. My intention is to
present this data at ASA in 2019 with full acknowledgement.   In order to undertake this study we are requesting
access to your reported and stored isolates of Enterobacteriales that have colistin MICs in the lower range of
resistance, from 2-8 mcg/mL. The outcome of this proposed work would be that CDS users can be advised of the
safety or otherwise of the test method, and if proven safe it would expedite wider scale, inexpensive testing against
this last-line antibiotic.

 

 

If you could assist in this matter it would be greatly appreciated

 

Kind regards,

Peter Taylor

 

 

A/Prof Peter Taylor

Director of Microbiology and Local Pathology Director

Dept Microbiology, CSB Lvl 3, St George Hospital, Gray St, Kogarah, NSW, 2217
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NSW Health Pathology acknowledge the traditional custodians of the lands on which we work and pay our respects to
ancestors and Elders, past and present. We are committed to honouring Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
peoples’ unique cultural and spiritual relationships to the land, waters and seas and their rich contribution to society.

 

This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the intended
recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.

 

 
This message is intended for the addressee named and may contain confidential information. If you are not the
intended recipient, please delete it and notify the sender.

Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of NSW Health
or any of its entities.

 
3 attachments

PO19 Stevens Poster ASA 2018.pdf 
542K

PO12 Bell Poster ASA 2018.pdf 
339K

Poster Draft - Final1.pdf 
184K

mailto:Peter.Taylor@health.nsw.gov.au
http://www.pathology.health.nsw.gov.au/
http://www.twitter.com/NSWHPathology
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCGiBD8cD2lBy_7EEcdaENCw
https://www.linkedin.com/company/nsw-health-pathology/
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2?ui=2&ik=12db6d1e09&view=att&th=166f1ed2c7b5a38e&attid=0.1&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2?ui=2&ik=12db6d1e09&view=att&th=166f1ed2c7b5a38e&attid=0.2&disp=attd&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/2?ui=2&ik=12db6d1e09&view=att&th=166f1ed2c7b5a38e&attid=0.3&disp=attd&safe=1&zw

