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Subject: Query - 2017 AGAR data 
 
Hi Geoff 
As you may know, our commercial team is under scrutiny from our global team due to the 
comparatively low interest in new antibiotics in Australia compared to countries with (assumed) similar 
resistance levels. At the end of the month we will be reviewed. 
 
My role in the coming review is to present the local microbiological data. I believe this is an essential 
component to understanding trends and appropriate use of new (and existing) antibiotics. 
As you may know, in some countries, hospital antibiograms are freely available on hospital websites. 
This is sometimes voluntary and other times part of governmental regulation. Currently, in general, 
Australia does not have such a system of transparency. 
 
We firmly believe that microbiological data is an essential component of appropriate and informed 
dialogue between pharmaceutical companies and clinicians. Ultimately, antibiotics cure patients and 
access to antibiotics capable of treating resistant infections is of public health concern. In the past we 
have heavily relied on the robust data generated through AGAR programs and I have personally 
found great value from microbiological discussions with AGAR scientists. 
 
I am writing to kindly enquire about the possibility of being granted access to the members portion of 
the AGAR portal for the purpose of transparency and informed data-based discussions on unmet 
needs, trends and appropriate use of antibiotics. We hope you agree that our highly-trained team is 
capable of contextualising the data with regards to strengths and limitations for our internal 
discussions. 
 
Further, Medicines Australia has strong guidance on how data can be used by pharmaceutical 
companies externally. 
 
Geoff, I understand that this request might require escalation and broader discussion. In the 
meantime, if you are able to share the GNSOP, ASSOP and AESOP reports with the 2017 data we 
would be extremely grateful. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Andree 
 
Andree Hubber, PhD (Microbiology) 
Medical Manager in Antibiotics, 
MSD Australia and New Zealand 
+61419358368 


