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<simon.jessup@msd.com>; Morgan, Branwen (H&B,North Ryde) 
<Branwen.Morgan@csiro.au>;Elizabeth de Somer 
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Meghana.Kulkarni@mtpconnect.org.au 
 
Subject: Victorian Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy Consultation  
 
Dear All,  
 
The Victorian Government has embarked on developing the first Victorian Antimicrobial 
Resistance Strategy2021-2031, to be published late this year. A comprehensive consultation 
process has been launched which provides an opportunity for key stakeholders and the 
public to provide input into the objectives and priority actions of the strategy.  
 
The consultation is via a survey which closes on 7 September 2021.  
 
The survey questions are embedded in this email below. Its long;  31 questions.  
 
I am interested in all of your thoughts on our approach to this consultation.  
 

Do we want to make a submission to the consultation? 
 Do we want to circulate to AAMRNet members and invite them to make their own 
  individual submissions? 
 Do we want to do both of the above?  
 
Thanks for considering this.  
Kind regards 
 
Andrew  
 
1. Please indicate if your submission is:  
Individual  
On behalf of an organisation 
 
2. Please indicate which best describes your interest in the Victorian AMR Strategy  
Human health professional  
Animal health professional  
Environmental health professional  
Food industry professional  
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Researcher  
Community/non governmental organisation  
Member of the Victorian public  
Other (please specify) 
3. What do you see as your sector’s role and responsibilities in Victoria’s response to AMR? 
 
4. What are your sector’s perceived gaps and challenges in the response to AMR? 
 
5. What could your sector do better? 
 
6. What are the perceived challenges when working across sectors? 
 
7. What is already being done within your sector to respond to AMR in Victoria and 
nationally? Please include sector-specific and cross-sector collaborative projects 
 
8. What are the AMR-related research priorities for your sector? 
 
9. What does success look like for Victoria in addressing the AMR threat? 
 
Part 2: Victorian Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy - Vision, Objectives and Cross-Sector 
Priorities for Action 
 
This section of the survey outlines the proposed vision, objectives and priority areas for the 
Victorian Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy 2021-2031. The questions included in this 
section are intended as a guide but do not limit the feedback that you can provide.  
 
Strategy Vision - By 2030 Victoria will have established a collaborative One Health approach 
that effectively contains the risk of AMR and mitigates its impacts on the Victorian 
community. 
 
10. Is the vision statement appropriate for the Victorian Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy?  
 
Objective 1: Clear Governance for Victorian AMR Initiatives 
11. Is Objective 1 appropriate for the Victorian Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy?  
 
Priority areas  
1.1. Establish effective governance for all AMR initiatives with clear responsibilities and 
accountability.  
1.2. Review regulatory frameworks to enable cross-sector initiatives and strengthen sector-
specific accountabilities.  
1.3. Develop and implement two five-year cross-sector action plans during the life of the 
strategy.  
1.4. Identify sustainable funding for AMR interventions.  
1.5. Create opportunities for active collaboration and engagement such as an AMR 
community of practice across all sectors.  
1.6. Maintain an AMR Steering Committee to oversee development of the action plans and 
evaluation of the strategy.  



1.7. Monitor, report on progress measures and review those measures.  
 
12. Are the priority areas for objective 1 action appropriate?  
 
13. Do you have any additional feedback in relation to this objective? 
 
Objective 2: Best Practice Infection Prevention and Control 
 
14. Is Objective 2 appropriate for the Victorian Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy?  
 
Priority areas  
2.1. Adopt evidence-based and nationally consistent IPC practices widely.  
2.2. Maximise compliance with best practice IPC measures through adhering to targets, 
accreditation standards and quality assurance programs.  
2.3. Improve professional capacity and capability for IPC.  
2.4. Promote better IPC practices among the public.  
2.5. Promote vaccination to reduce disease burden.  
 
15. Are the priority areas for objective 2 appropriate?  
 
16. Do you have any additional feedback in relation to this objective? 
You have 6,000 characters left 
 
Objective 3: Engage the Public and Key Stakeholders on AMR 
 
17. Is Objective 3 appropriate for Victorian Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy?  
 
Priority areas  
3.1. Develop and implement a coordinated One Health communication strategy to ensure 
consistent and coordinated cross-sector messaging.  
3.2. Increase public awareness about AMR, enable action and sustained behavioural change 
through evidence-based communication activities.  
3.3. Increase knowledge and access to information, enabling action on AMR among 
professionals across all relevant sectors.  
 
18. Are the priority areas for objective 3 appropriate?  
 
19. Do you have any additional feedback in relation to this objective? 
 
Objective 4: Optimal Antimicrobial Usage and Stewardship Practices 
 
20. Is Objective 4 appropriate for the Victorian Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy?  
 
Priority areas  
4.1. Ensure access to infectious diseases guidance and advice to support clinical decision 
making by prescribers across all human healthcare settings and locations, including primary 



care and aged care. Enable linkage of primary care data systems with secondary care / 
hospital dispensing systems.  
4.2. Ensure access to antimicrobial prescribing guidance and best industry practices for all 
animal health and food production sectors.  
4.3. Maximise compliance with best practice antimicrobial stewardship in human health 
through adhering to accreditation standards and through participating in robust audit and 
feedback and in targeted evidence-based improvement activities.  
4.4. Develop accreditation standards and auditing mechanisms to ensure adherence to 
antimicrobial stewardship programs in various animal industries.  
4.5. Ensure appropriate use and safe disposal of antimicrobials.  
 
21. Are the priority areas for objective 4 appropriate?  
 
22. Do you have any additional feedback in relation to this objective? 
 
Objective 5: An Integrated One Health Surveillance and Response System 
 
23. Is Objective 5 appropriate for the Victorian Antimicrobial Strategy?  
 
Priority areas  
5.1. Identify objectives and priorities for a Victorian One Health surveillance and response 
system.  
5.2. Establish state-level governance to enable coordination of data collection, data sharing 
and reporting across human health, animal health, environment and antimicrobial usage.  
5.3. Enable early identification and response to outbreaks and emerging pathogens.  
5.4. Ensure Victoria continues to contribute relevant data to the national AMR surveillance 
system (CAR Alert).  
5.5. Identify targets/markers for monitoring AMR in the environment and contribute data 
nationally as appropriate.  
5.6. Develop publicly reported antimicrobial usage surveillance in all areas of animal health 
(companion animal, large animal and intensive animal farming) and develop drivers for AMS 
programs in veterinary practices.  
 
24. Are the priority areas for objective 5 appropriate?  
 
25. Do you have any additional feedback in relation to this objective? 
 
Objective 6: Establish a Strong, Coordinated Cross-Sector Research, Translation and 
Innovation  
Agenda 
 
26. Is Objective 6 appropriate for the Victorian Antimicrobial Strategy  
 
Priority areas 
6.1. Establish a coordinated cross-sector research agenda.  
6.2. Enable research translation and drive innovation.  
6.3. Strengthen cross-sector and interjurisdictional research partnerships.  



6.4. Identify funding for, and prioritise research in, the environment sector to close gaps in 
knowledge; for example, determine/quantify the risk of AMR contamination in the 
environment.  
6.5. Identify, implement and evaluate mitigation strategies.  
 
27. Are the priority areas for objective 6 appropriate?  
 
28. Do you have any additional feedback in relation to this objective? 
 
Objective 7: Establish strong collaboration and leadership to contribute to the nation and 
global AMR response 
 
29. Is objective 7 appropriate for the Victorian Antimicrobial Strategy?  
 
Priority areas  
7.1. Collaborate with other jurisdictions for shared surveillance, identification of gaps and 
response plans across all sectors.  
7.2. Continue to lead national initiatives to increase capacity to prevent and respond to 
AMR.  
7.3. Learn from international best practice while recognising differences in human and 
animal health and welfare, food safety and trade requirements.  
7.4. Establish closer ties nationally to link in with Australia’s national research agenda and 
with what is happening in the Asia-Pacific region and other countries.  
30. Are the priority areas for objective 7 appropriate?  
 
31. Do you have any additional feedback in relation to this objective?  
 
Andrew Bowskill 
Director Stakeholder Engagement Queensland  
M: +61 423 644 044 
andrew.bowskill@mtpconnect.org.au  
Website: mtpconnect.org.au| Twitter:@MTPConnect_AUS | LinkedIn:@MTPConnect  


