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Dear Prof. Coombs, 
 
I am pleased to inform you about the national initiatives that the Australian 
Government is currently developing to address antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in 
Australia and to advise you, as one of our key stakeholders, of upcoming 
consultation opportunities to be involved in shaping this important work. 
 
AMR is widely recognised as a global health priority. Resistant organisms exist in 
humans, animals, food, plants and the environment, and the main driver of this 
resistance is antimicrobial usage. Australia’s National Antimicrobial Resistance Strategy 
– 2020 and Beyond (the 2020 Strategy), was endorsed by the Council of Australian 
Governments in March 2020. This Strategy sets a 20-year vision to protect the health 
of humans, animals by aiming to control and combat AMR while continuing to have 
effective antimicrobials available, through a holistic and multisectoral One Health 
approach.  
 
The key One Health AMR initiatives under the 2020 Strategy led by the Department 
of Health (DoH), in partnership with the Department of Agriculture, Water and the 
Environment (DAWE), and Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ), are 
currently at different stages of development. In addition to the One Health project, 
DoH is progressing two human health focused initiatives. Stakeholder consultation is 
an integral component of all this work to ensure the development of workable and 
fit-for-purpose policies and products that meet the needs of our One Health 
stakeholders. Stakeholder consultation will take place over the next 12 months. A 
summary of these initiatives, progress and indicative timeframes for consultation is 
presented below: 
 
National One Health AMR and Antimicrobial Usage (AU) Surveillance System 
Scoping for the development of a national One Health surveillance system that 
monitors and reports on AMR and AU data from the human, animal, food, plant and 

mailto:geoff@asainc.net.au


- 2 - 
environment sectors is underway. A nationally coordinated One Health surveillance 
system will assist in understanding the magnitude, distribution and emergence of 
resistant organisms that could put human and animal health at risk and/or affect the 
safety of our food supply. Knowledge gained on linking AMR and AU, where 
possible, across all sectors will be used to support policy development, prioritise 
actions and resources, and advocate Australia’s position in trade-related forums. 
Allen and Clarke Policy and Regulatory Specialists Ltd. have been engaged to 
develop options for such surveillance system models. They will work collaboratively 
with our One Health stakeholders, across government and non-government, to 
develop these model options, including identifying challenges and enablers, 
opportunities for collaboration and improvements, and assist in designing what the 
optimal future state would look like. The One Health surveillance system could be 
achieved by building upon existing systems, strengthening networks, and a re-
focussing of priorities towards data for action at the local, state/territory and 
national levels. Consultations are planned for July 2021. 
 
National One Health AMR Research and Development (R&D) Agenda  
A national AMR R&D agenda will identify strategic priority areas for research in 
Australia across each of the One Health sectors and opportunities for collaboration. 
The aim is to work with our stakeholders to identify gaps and priority areas for 
research on the prevention, detection and containment of AMR across the differing 
areas of research including operational and implementation (such as stewardship, 
infection prevention/biosecurity and communication), therapeutics, preventives and 
diagnostics. The identification of strategic national R&D priorities and how they link 
to other countries’ or global priorities will provide invaluable information to 
minimise duplication in AMR research and identify where knowledge gaps remain a 
barrier to action. Consultation on the R&D agenda will commence in the second half 
of 2021. 
 
National One Health Monitoring and Evaluation Framework  
To assess the success of the AMR initiatives and the overall 2020 Strategy a national 
monitoring and evaluation framework will be developed. The project planning for 
developing this framework has commenced and will be progressed over the next two 
years in close collaboration with Australia’s One Health partners. The aim is to 
measure Australia’s progress towards achieving the objectives of the 2020 Strategy 
and more importantly will focus on measuring the outcomes and evaluating the 
effectiveness of the activities and projects in addressing AMR in Australia. 
Engagement with our stakeholders is essential to ensure that the framework is fit for 
purpose and jointly owned by all One Health partners and organisations. Initial 
consultation on the development of the framework will commence in the second half 
of 2021. 
 
My team will be in touch with further information about the consultation process 
and timeframes in the coming weeks and please contact Jennie Hood via 
jennie.hood@health.gov.au if you have any questions. We value the opportunity to 
engage with your organisation to help shape and deliver this important body of 
work, while being mindful of minimising any consultation burden with our 
stakeholders, particularly given the expected cross-overs of expertise between the 
projects. This inclusive approach will ensure we are developing policies that can be 
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implemented by all stakeholders and will add substantial value to Australia’s 
national AMR response.  

 
Yours sincerely,  
 

 
Professor Paul Kelly 
Chief Medical Officer 
1 July 2021 
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