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Geoffrey Coombs <geoffasa@gmail.com>

RE: ASA grant on S. argenteus
1 message

Matthew O'Sullivan (Western Sydney LHD) <Matthew.OSullivan@health.nsw.gov.au> 2 October 2019 at 08:30
To: "Tong, Steven" <Steven.Tong@mh.org.au>, Geoffrey Coombs <G.Coombs@murdoch.edu.au>, "Robinson, Owen"
<Owen.Robinson@health.wa.gov.au>
Cc: Geoffrey Coombs <geoff@asainc.net.au>

Hi All,
Sorry about the delay in replying – I’ve been on leave, just got back today.

 

I agree Steve – all isolates rather than just bloodstream would be required to answer informa�on about the
clinical spectrum. Even just collec�ng data about the specimen types and demographics would be a start, and
comparing to S. aureus.

 

While some labs (like Owen’s) might not be entering S. argenteus in their LIS, this can usually s�ll be retrieved
from the MALDI database (EpiCentre in the case of the Bruker) to get an idea of incidence.

 

We’ve had 15 since we started repor�ng it rou�nely in July (5 a month), no blood stream isolates in those, and
3/15 methicillin-resistant. We had some blood stream isolates earlier, prior to the MALDI database being updated
which we iden�fied as argenteus by WGS.

 

Cheers

Ma�hew

Dr Matthew O'Sullivan
MBBS(Hons) MMed (ClinEpi) PhD DTM&H, FRACP FRCPA

Senior Staff Specialist in Infectious Diseases and Microbiology • Clinical Senior Lecturer, Sydney Medical School
Centre for Infectious Diseases and Microbiology • NSW Health Pathology • Marie Bashir Institute for Infectious Diseases and Biosecurity • University of
Sydney • Westmead Hospital
Level 3, ICPMR Building • Locked Bag 9001 Westmead NSW 2145
ph: +61 2 88906238 • fax: +61 2 98937619 • email: matthew.osullivan@health.nsw.gov.au 
http://sydney.edu.au/mbi
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From: Tong, Steven [mailto:Steven.Tong@mh.org.au] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 2, 2019 9:24 AM
To: Geoffrey Coombs; Robinson, Owen; Ma�hew O'Sullivan (Western Sydney LHD)
Cc: Geoffrey Coombs
Subject: RE: ASA grant on S. argenteus

 

Hi Geoff,

 

Before I do that, we as a group should agree on what we want. The ideal scenario I think is to prospec�vely collect
data and isolates for all S. argenteus (not just blood stream) as well as a control S. aureus (probably just data, not
the isolate). We are s�ll at the stage of trying to understand the broad epidemiology and spectrum of disease. We
could make the data required as streamlined as possible, and ideally able to be collected through just lab systems
(with possibly a call to the involved clinician if some data is lacking).

 

I’d very much be guided by you and the AGAR execu�ve though as to what is feasible and whether AGAR labs are
likely to find this a�rac�ve. Given iden�fica�on of S. argenteus is reasonably uncommon, I don’t think it will
amount to an onerous amount of work for labs.

 

Steve

 

From: Geoffrey Coombs [mailto:G.Coombs@murdoch.edu.au] 
Sent: Friday, 27 September 2019 5:43 PM
To: Robinson, Owen; Tong, Steven; Matthew O'Sullivan (Matthew.OSullivan@health.nsw.gov.au)
Cc: Geoffrey Coombs
Subject: Re: ASA grant on S. argenteus

 

Hi Owen and Steven and Ma�hew

 

No problems piggy backing onto AGAR

 

Steven could you please email me, as the AGAR Chair,  with a formal request and I will circulate to the AGAR Execu�ve  

 

Kind regards

 

Geoff

 

 

Professor Geoffrey Coombs

Chair of Public Health

School of Veterinary and Life Sciences
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Murdoch University

 

Ph: 0439376744

 

 

From: Robinson, Owen <Owen.Robinson@health.wa.gov.au>
Sent: Thursday, 26 September 2019 4:03 PM
To: Tong, Steven <Steven.Tong@mh.org.au>; Ma�hew O'Sullivan (Ma�hew.OSullivan@health.nsw.gov.au)
<Ma�hew.OSullivan@health.nsw.gov.au>
Cc: Geoffrey Coombs <G.Coombs@murdoch.edu.au>
Subject: RE: ASA grant on S. argenteus

 

Hi Guys

From an AGAR point of view, it was decided not to collect S argenteus, thus when iden�fied as such, the strains
are not sent to us and/or stored. However some centres do not iden�fy S argenteus and thus could have sent
some to us. If methicillin resistant, we would know about it as all strains are sequenced and so far we don’t seem
to have had any. However if methicillin suscep�ble, we could well not know about it as these are not sequenced.

If we concentrated on S argenteus bacteremia only and not any other specimen, I think there may be a way to
piggy back on AGAR, especially if we have some funding, as cases are likely to be low. To make it valid, we would
however need to collect more demographic and clinical data that what AGAR is currently doing, thus would
require HREC amendment and some convincing (I am sure I could convince the AGAR team here to help out, but
for sites across Australia, this would require some work).

Geoff, what do you think?

Cheers

Owen

 

From: Tong, Steven [mailto:Steven.Tong@mh.org.au] 
Sent: Monday, 23 September 2019 7:21 PM
To: Robinson, Owen; Matthew O'Sullivan (Matthew.OSullivan@health.nsw.gov.au)
Subject: RE: ASA grant on S. argenteus

 

We’ve had a small number of significant bacteraemias in Victoria – but again no systema�c collec�on of data. So I
think it would be good to get a handle on this in Australia (which may well be different from overseas).

 

You would know be�er than me, do you think the ASSOP sites would be amendable to collec�ng data and isolates
for say 1 year? As you men�on, I don’t think it would be a lot of work. Ethics would be an issue and I wonder
whether we could seek an amendment / extension of the ASSOP ethics approvals for this?

 

Steve
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From: Robinson, Owen <Owen.Robinson@health.wa.gov.au> 
Sent: Monday, 23 September 2019 5:30 PM
To: Tong, Steven <Steven.Tong@mh.org.au>; Ma�hew O'Sullivan (Ma�hew.OSullivan@health.nsw.gov.au)
<Ma�hew.OSullivan@health.nsw.gov.au>
Subject: RE: ASA grant on S. argenteus

 

Hi Steven

Difficult to have firm data here as S argenteus, if Iden�fied as such by MALDI is reported in our LIS as S aureus and
therefore I cannot extract data form our LIS (Something I failed to convince my colleague not to do).

However, we see to have approximately 1-2 cases a month at FSH, slightly less in RPH. The majority are from
wound swabs and are methicillin suscep�ble. It seems that the number of case fluctuates quite a bit with periods
with no cases at all followed by some with a few cases in a week.

With such low number, we would require many par�cipa�ng sites to get significant numbers but I think it would
be an important study to do so we can define how we should report them.

Cheers

Owen

 

From: Tong, Steven [mailto:Steven.Tong@mh.org.au] 
Sent: Monday, 23 September 2019 10:25 AM
To: Robinson, Owen; Matthew O'Sullivan (Matthew.OSullivan@health.nsw.gov.au)
Subject: ASA grant on S. argenteus

 

Hi guys,

 

What are your thoughts about pu�ng in for the ASA grant h�ps://www.asainc.net.au/research-grants for a
project on S. argenteus. Basically to do something similar to what AGAR does with SAB, but specifically for any
isola�on of S. argenteus. Budget to support a project officer that helps with data colla�on and ge�ng isolates
sent centrally.

 

Do you think it would be reasonable to ask labs to collect similar amount of data as for ASSOP? How many S.
argenteus are you seeing coming through now – to give an indica�on of work load?

 

And poten�ally we could put in something similar for the new ASID research grant.

 

Steve

 

Associate Professor Steven Tong

Infec�ous Diseases Physician | Victorian Infec�ous Diseases Service | Royal Melbourne Hospital
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Co-Head Transla�onal and Clinical Research | Co-Head Indigenous Health

Doherty Ins�tute for Infec�on and Immunity | University of Melbourne

 

Principal Research Fellow | Menzies School of Health Research

 

792 Elizabeth Street

Parkville, Australia, 3000

Steven.Tong@mh.org.au | Steven.Tong@menzies.edu.au | Tel: +613 9342 9406

 

 

WARNING: This message originated from outside the Northern/Melbourne/Western Health e-mail network. The
sender cannot be validated. Cau�on is advised. Contact IT Services for more informa�on.

WARNING: This message originated from outside the Northern/Melbourne/Western Health e-mail network. The
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Views expressed in this message are those of the individual sender, and are not necessarily the views of NSW Health
or any of its entities.
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